
Working for You at

Hazardous Waste Sites
How does the Florida Department of Health protect public health around hazardous waste sites?

TThhee ffeeddeerraall AAggeennccyy ffoorr TTooxxiicc SSuubbssttaanncceess aanndd DDiisseeaassee RReeggiissttrryy ((AATTSSDDRR)) has a cooperative agreement with the Florida Department of
Health (DOH). The Florida DOH team that works at many of the state’s hazardous waste sites is the HHeeaalltthh AAsssseessssmmeenntt TTeeaamm in the DDiivviissiioonn
ooff EEnnvviirroonnmmeennttaall HHeeaalltthh..

TThhee HHeeaalltthh AAsssseessssmmeenntt TTeeaamm consists of seven scientists who evaluate environmental and health data collected from other agencies.
There is one education and information specialist.

We conduct PPuubblliicc HHeeaalltthh AAsssseessssmmeennttss and inform communities and other agencies of our findings and recommendations. Health
assessments look at each chemical found at or associated with a hazardous waste site and its known health effects. Some chemicals are toxic
in small amounts, and other common chemicals can be toxic in large amounts.

The DDOOHH team looks at the data from samples gathered by other agencies, such as the FFlloorriiddaa DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt ooff EEnnvviirroonnmmeennttaall PPrrootteeccttiioonn
((DDEEPP)) and the UU..SS.. EEnnvviirroonnmmeennttaall PPrrootteeccttiioonn AAggeennccyy ((EEPPAA)). We compare data from the site to national health guidelines.

The Health Assessment Team

• CCoonndduuccttss public health assessments

• SSeeeekkss iinnppuutt from residents of affected communities, their concerns and questions

• RReessppoonnddss to their concerns and questions

• AAddvviisseess tthhee ppuubblliicc on how to protect themselves from exposure to chemicals
at a site

• IInnffoorrmmss ccoommmmuunniittiieess of our findings and recommendations concerning the site

• IInnffoorrmmss ccoommmmuunniittyy healthcare professionals of our findings, giving them helpful
materials

• AAddvviisseess cleanup agencies on health issues

What is a Health Assessment?

FFlloorriiddaa DDOOHH conducts three kinds of Health Assessments.

11..TThhee PPuubblliicc HHeeaalltthh AAsssseessssmmeenntt is a broad look at an entire hazardous waste site—the soil, water, and air. It looks at all potential health
effects from known chemicals at a site.

22..TThhee HHeeaalltthh CCoonnssuullttaattiioonn focuses on limited issues associated with the site. Examples include answering a specific question or reviewing
special tests.

33..TThhee EExxppoossuurree IInnvveessttiiggaattiioonn looks at samples from the human body, such as blood and urine, and/or the environment, like fish and garden
produce. The Exposure Investigation also tells us if certain chemicals are present at harmful levels.

How can you get Florida DOH involved at a site near you?

Local officials, state, and local agencies, community groups, and individuals may petition U.S. ATSDR for a health assessment. Call toll-free 
during business hours at (877) 798-2772 for more information on petitions.

Florida DOH DOES NOT

• Make or enforce laws or rules
concerning hazardous waste

• Provide medical services for
people exposed to hazardous
waste

• Provide cleanup or relocation
• Take samples, except for some

private well testing

Community Involvement, Health Assessment Team

Division of Environmental Health, Florida Department of Health

4052 Bald Cypress Way, Bin #A-08, Tallahassee, FL 32399-1712

((885500)) 224455--44229999 or toll free during business hours at ((887777)) 779988--22777722

Check out our website: wwwwww..mmyyfflloorriiddaaeehh..ccoomm//ccoommmmuunniittyy//SSUUPPEERRFFUUNNDD//iinnddeexx..hhttmmll
U.S. ATSDR provides 100% of Florida DOH Health Assessment Team funding, including the cost of this fact sheet, 
approximately 17 cents each.
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